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Lee, though with great losses. But once more he
failed to exploit his victory, and in spite of all
the hints and orders of Lincoln, McClellan did
not follow until five weeks had elapsed. In
November Lincoln relieved him of his command
and appointed General Burnside in his place.
But Burnside did no better. He fought the
Confederate troops at Fredericksburg in Vir-
ginia, but was defeated.

So in the eastern theatre the year 1865 had
seen no decisive move by either side. The war*
was seen to be costly and bitter. A new element
came into the struggle after the battle of
Antietam. Lincoln chose the relative victory of
the Union as the occasion for publishing his
proclamation of emancipation for slaves in cer-
tain areas. He declared that on January i, 1863,
'all persons held as slaves within any state or
designated part of a state the people whereof
shall be in rebellion against the United States
shall be then, thenceforward and forever free.'
This proclamation, made public on September
22, had as its object the strengthening of the
Northern cause from the military point of view.
It was made by Lincoln as Commander-in-
Chief, and it related only to those parts of the
United States actually in rebellion. A fuller
discussion of its meaning and its place in the
history of the Civil War is undertaken in
Chapter XL
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